
 

Framework for Learning:                    Distributive Law Revisited 
 
Leader’s Name: …………………………………. 
 
Co-Leader’s Name: ……………………………..                                                  Instructor’s Initials: ……… 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Getting Started: 
  In multiplication, we can separate 4 rows of 5 squares into 1 row of 5 squares and 3 rows of 4 squares. 

 
    4 x 5 
Use your counters to arrange 4 rows of 5 squares into 1 row of 5 squares and 3 rows of 4 squares.  
Draw this pattern of rows of squares in the space above. 
 
Can you arrange the rows of squares into another pattern? Draw this pattern of rows of squares in the 
space above. 
 
Talk with your partner about the two patterns you created with your counters and drawn above.  
Write a numerical expression to represent each of your patterns. The first is done for you.  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Working In It: 
 
Log into UMathX 
From the Content Menu, follow the path below:  
  
Whole Numbers & Integers> Section 3: Multiplication of Whole Numbers>  
Multiply by a Single Digit Multiplier> Distributive Law Revisited 
 Select and complete the Lesson: Ex. 1 - Rectangle Area  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talk with your partner about your numerical expressions.   
Are there any other ways you could have written your numerical expressions?  
 
Use your counters to arrange 6 rows of 5 squares.  
Draw your pattern of the counters in the space below. 
 
 
 
 
 

Since the area of the larger rectangle = the sum of the two smaller rectangles, 
 

_____ x _____ = (_____ x _____) + (_____ x _____) 
 



Build It. Draw It. Talk It. Write It. Now you OWN It! 

            www.UMathX.com 

Separate your rows of counters into two parts.  
Draw the pattern and write the distributive law equation which you have created.  
 
 
 
 
 
Separate your rows of counters into two different parts.  
Draw the pattern and write the distributive law equation which you have created.  
 
 
 
 
 
Talk with your partner about your distributive law equations.   
Are there any other ways you could have written your distributive law equations?  
In the space below, write one more which you and your partner have developed together. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
Reflect And Connect:  
In the space below, write two multiplication facts.  
Exchange your sheets with your partner, then build the multiplication fact using your counters.  
Now draw a picture of the counter models.   
Write Distributive Law equations for your multiplication facts.  
 

 
 
Talk with your partner about your distributive law equations.   
Are there any other ways your partner could have written your distributive law equations?  
Write alternate equations in the chart above for the multiplication facts that you gave your partner.   


